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REF: KINGSTON 2369 

1. REFTEL PROVIDES PRELIMINARY INFORMATION ON A MARIJUANA 
SEIZURE MADE BY THE JAMAICAN NARCOTICS UNIT ON 16 JULY 1973. 

AFTER ACTION REPORTS SHOW THE FOLLOWING OFFICIAL AND CONFIRMED 
FIGURES: 

A. TOTAL BAGS BURNED AT SITE 

B. TOTAL BAGS SEIZED FOR EVIDENCE 1,144 

C. AVERAGE WEIGHT OF EACH BAG 50 POUNDS 

D. TOTAL SEIZURE - BAGS 1 ,669 

TOTAL SEIZURE - WEIGHT 83,450 POUNDS 

F. NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED 1 2 

2. ALL PERSONS ARRESTED WERE JAMAICAN CITIZENS. THEY ARE AS 
FOLLOWS: 

VINCENT JONES, 18; KEBLE MILLER 24; EVAN ASHMEDE, 17; GLADSTONE 
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SIMPSON, 20; ERIC CRAIG, 18; DENNIS EDWARDS, 22; LINFORD SIMPSON, 
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18; HERMAN MARTIN, 18; BASIL THOMPSON, 17; KENNETH ELLIS, 18; 

ROBERT WHORM, 18; AND KEITH GREEN, 17. 

3. POLICE INFORMATION INDICATES THAT THE 12 YOUTHS ARRESTED 
WERE HIRED BY IAMAICAN MIDDLEMEN AT $40.00 PER NIGHT PER PERSON 
TO GUARD THE CACHE. TRADITIONALLY, EACH MARIIUANA FARMER KEEPS 
HIS OWN HARVEST HIDDEN AWAY UNTIL IT IS PURCHASED IN PART OR 

IN BULK BY LOCAL OR EXPORT MIDDLEMEN. A CACHE OF THIS SIZE 
INDICATES THE ENTIRE SHIPMENT WAS SOLD AND THE FARMERS RECEIVED 
A DOWNPAYMENT. RELIABLE INFORMANTS REPORT A CASH LOSS TO JAMAICAN 
EXPORTERS OF $125,000.00 (US$137,500.00). IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 
THIS SEIZURE REPRESENTS A YEAR’S WORK FOR 75 TO 90 FARMING FAMILIES 
AND A TOTAL LOSS TO FARMERS AND MIDDLEMEN OF 1.7 MILLION JAMAICAN 
DOLLARS. THE ESTIMATED US WHOLESALE VALUE OF THIS SEIZURE EXCEEDS 
16.5 MILLION DOLLARS. 

4. INFORMANT INFORMATION CONFIRMS REPORTS THAT THIS ENTIRE 
SEIZURE WAS DESTINED FOR US SHORES. FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION CONT- 
INUES IN AN ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY JAMAICANS AND AMERICANS INVOLVED 
IN THIS ORGANIZED EFFORT. THE NEW JAMAICAN UNIT PREVIOUSLY 
SCOFFED AT BY THE MARIJUANA TRADE AS INEFFECTIVE AND A WINDOW 
DRESSING TO APPEASE US INTERESTS, HAS TAKEN ON NEW MEANING. 
PRODUCERS ARE MAKING NEW EFFORTS TO HIDE THEIR CROPS, MIDDLEMEN 
ARE CONSPICUOUS BY THEIR ABSENCE AND US BUYERS ARE MEETING A 
WALL OF SILENCE. 
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